[image: image1.jpg]Renaissance
Museums for
changing lives




                                   
 [image: image2.jpg]


                                                                                   

Museum of London Volunteer Training Bank: Object Handling                                                            

“Oh Sugar…..what do I do?”     
A post accident guide

Don’t panic. Look at the situation carefully. Try to think clearly and be prepared to make calculated decisions.

1. Clear all unnecessary people from the immediate area.

2. Create a “No Go” zone around the object large enough to include all debris that might be useful for repair. Only one person should be let into this area at a time.

3. If possible photograph the object and debris where it rests. This may assist identification of their original positions.

4. Search the zone carefully and systematically. A wire coat hanger bent into a square makes a good reference grid to ensure complete coverage of a large area.

5. Collect all shards together into trays. Paper plates are ideal for this.

6. Do not be tempted to try the parts together to see if they fit, this can cause major damage to fragile edges and MUST be left to the expert conservator.

7. Check all cracks and crevices in the floor for small parts; shards and debris can be spread over a considerable area after an impact.

8. If liquids are involved in the accident do not mop them up immediately, as immersed parts can be lost. Carefully soak up the liquid starting at the periphery and working slowly towards the middle, place any findings on kitchen tissue to dry. If an unglazed painting is splashed, try to lay flat as soon as possible to prevent flow or drips causing more damage.

9. Attach any photographic record (from before and after the accident) that you have of the object in parts, these can be invaluable in the restoration process.

10. Contact a conservator
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