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Museum of London Volunteer Training Bank: Object Handling                                                            

Gloves

From The National Trust Manual of Housekeeping 2006 page 793

Cotton



100% cotton. White (women’s) and beige (men’s). Available with or without rubber stippling for increased grip (see below). Used for handling gilding, plaster, stone metalwork, lacquered and painted surfaces. Wear over vinyl/latex gloves for silver. Risk of damage from gloves transferring dirt/moisture onto surfaces, threads catching on e.g. rough edges of paper objects, and rubber stippling imprinting onto fragile surfaces. Wash regularly.

Glove liners 



Cotton or silk. As above. Can be used where a greater sensitivity is required. Wash regularly. 

Inspection 


Also known as “dottie” gloves. Heavy-duty cotton gloves with palms of non-slip plastic (latex) dots. Use and care as above. Risk of latex imprinting onto fragile surfaces.

Leather 


Heavy-duty gloves or gauntlets. Used when handling heavy objects which require a good grip and in emergencies where there may be sharp edges. Difficult to use once wetted and over sized for small hands.

Mail


Stainless steel chain mail. For use when unsheathing sharp weapon blades.

Nitrile



More chemically resistant than latex. Disposable. Used when applying organic solvents and biocides, e.g. during garden statuary maintenance and in emergencies.

Polyethylene



Disposable. For use when handling photographs.

Vinyl


Disposable. For protecting hands from cleaning agents and when handling wet books in an emergency.

Vinyl fingerstalls


Also known as “finger cots”. Latex covers for fingertips only. Disposable. May be worn over cotton liners. For use when handling tiny objects where gloves would inhabit handling. Do not use if sensitized to latex.
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