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	Sail to steam 

	Gallery activities
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Teachers’ notes 

These activities help your pupils build on their session through exploration of the First Port of Empire, City and River, and Sailortown galleries. They are designed to focus their time in the museum through guided looking, talking and role-play. 

Our aim is that pupils should engage with the museum exhibits rather than worksheets. Adults can act as scribes when necessary, freeing pupils to explore their surroundings. 
You can choose to distribute all the activity cards, or select those you feel are most appropriate for your class. It is possible to keep the class in one gallery at a time, or set groups off on their own with an accompanying adult. Make sure each adult has a copy of the activity.

Please bring a camera to photograph your pupils at work. Many of these activities can be photographed, which can be a reminder of their visit as well as a way of recording their work. 
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Find the illustrated board near the entrance to Sailortown. 
These images show ships on the River Thames. 
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Note down the names of the different types of ship you can see. 

· What were the different types of ship used for?
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Find the picture of the sailing barge. 
· Why do you think its mast has been let down? 
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The sampling warehouse

Find the sampling warehouse and explore the goods that came to London from all over the world. 

· Do you know which countries they come from? 

Find three which may have been brought back by sailing ships like those we have been looking at.  

1.

2.

3.

· What might they have been used for? 
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Find the black cabinet full of tea samples.
· How many different types of tea can you see? 
· Where in the world does the tea come from?
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Why aren’t there any teabags?

· Who drinks tea in your family? 

· What kind of tea do they drink? 

· Where do they buy it from? 
· What other drinks do people in your family like? 
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Ship ahoy!
Find the models of the clipper ship and the Torrens (between the Chinese and Turkish-style figures).

Clipper ships were so fast that they were still used to bring back tea from India and China in the 1930s.
Draw one of them in the box below.

[image: image13.jpg]MUSEUM
AN LIPDOCKLANDS





Watch the short film about sailing ships.
Imagine that you are a sailor. What is life like on your ship? 

Put a circle around as many of the words as you like or add your own! 


dangerous

thrilling

easy

smelly

brutal


terrifying

fun

cramped

peaceful

busy


tough

strict

You could join a ship’s crew when you were 12! Do you think you would have signed on?

The Great Eastern
Find the model of the famous steam ship The Great Eastern. 

Look carefully at the men on the deck of the ship. 

· Who is being photographed? 
· Why are they taking his picture? 

Read the text panels to find out more about the Great Eastern.

· What was the Great Eastern built to carry?
· What other important job did the Great Eastern do?

The Pool of London






Find the model of the 19th century Thames steamer.
These ships had sails as well as paddles, and they travelled to coastal destinations around Britain and to European ports across the English Channel. 

Why do you think these ships had both sails and paddles? 

What are the advantages of having two forms of propulsion? 


What words could you use to describe London’s river and docks
· before the invention of steamships? 

· after the invention of steamships? 

Use the paintings and etchings around you to help! 

Ship chandlers 

Find the ship’s chandler’s shop in Sailortown. 

Who might shop here? 


Can you find: 

· rope

· lanterns
· pulleys
· boathooks

· scales

Can you work out what these items are used for? 

What else can you buy in Sailortown? 

A-fishing for to go
Did you know that once upon a time the largest cod fishing fleet in the world sailed from Barking? 

These fishing boats, called smacks, used the fleeting system which meant they could stay at sea for longer periods and catch more fish. 
The fleet of smacks was supported by smaller, fast boats called cutters, which travelled back and forth taking supplies to the fleet and carrying fresh fish back to London markets like Billingsgate.

Find the model of the smack Savoy Jack and the cutter Ranger. What differences can you see between the two boats? 

See if you can spot Billingsgate Market when you leave the museum. 

Hint: Look towards West India Quay DLR station when you leave the museum. 
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The sailing barge Kimberley in Limehouse Reach, 1939.  © PLA Collection/Museum of London





The Pool of London, Herbert James Medlycott  ©Museum of London










