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Visit the Beasts of London experience and challenge your pupils to create a 
new narrative to add to it. Beasts of London is told through nine immersive 
episodes, and your pupils must write an imagined tenth episode, told through 
poetry.

This could, for example:
•  Link to any of the nine other episodes within the experience
•  Focus on a London animal not showcased in the experience 
•  Look towards the future and what beasts might live in London years  

from now
•  Imagine a conversation between London’s animals across different  

time periods. 

To inspire your students to enter the competition, you’ll need to have visited 
the Beasts of London experience with your class. The experience is free for UK 
school groups visiting on weekdays in term time (as long as you book ahead). 

CATEGORIES
Schools can submit poems for the following competition categories:
•  Key Stage 1
•  Lower Key Stage 2
•  Upper Key Stage 2
•  Key Stages 3 & 4
•  Collaborative class poem

THE 
CHALLENGE



The pigeons of London 

Pigeons have lived in London for more than 1,000 years. 

They were used for their eggs and meat at first, and are now 

one of the city’s most familiar residents. Trafalgar Square 

was their most famous home, and many adult Londoners 

will remember feeding them there. But they made so much 

mess that in 2003 Harris hawks were brought in to chase 

them off. Pigeons can remember long-distance routes, and so were 

used to carry messages between countries during the 

First and Second World Wars. This ability made them good 

for racing, too, flying huge distances to see who could find 

their home first. They have been bred in hundreds of 

varieties: brown, white, ice-blue colours, with fanned tails, 

trumpet calls or acrobatic abilities. All are descended  

from the wild rock dove.

But have you ever seen a baby pigeon? They are all around 

us in the city, their parents just keep them hidden, preparing 

them for life on the streets, competing with other birds, 

like the noisy green parakeets or peregrine falcons.
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COMPETITION TIMETABLE
Wednesday 18 December 2019 Competition deadline
Friday 10 January 2020 Winning schools will be notified via email
Friday 17 January 2020 Deadline for teachers to return prize acceptance form
Week beginning Monday 20 January 2020 Winners announced publicly

Please use the entry form and ask your pupils to write their poems on one side, 
all within the illustrated border. On the back of the form, complete:
•  Name of pupil (or class if collaborative poem)
•  The category entered
•  School name
•  School postcode.

Teachers should send all entries with a covering letter, including:
•  Name of the school
•  Address of the school
•  Their own contact details (email and phone number) 
•  How many poems they are entering and for which categories.

Send your entries by post, along with a covering letter, to:
Beasts of London poetry competition
Learning Department
Museum of London
150 London Wall
EC2Y 5HN

Winners will be selected by a panel of judges consisting of representatives 
from the Museum of London and the National Literacy Trust. Full names of the 
judging panel will be available on request.

JUDGING CRITERIA: 
1.  Effective use of language: Has interesting vocabulary been used to bring the 

poem to life? Do the setting and animal characters feel real? 

2.  Connection to London: Does the poem explore historic, contemporary 
or futuristic concepts which are clearly inspired by the Beasts of London 
experience? Is the poem set in London or connected to London in some way? 

3.  Creativity of the poem: How original is the concept of the poem? Would it 
complement the Beasts of London experience as a tenth episode?

4.  Enjoyment of reading/hearing the poem: Was the poem enjoyable to read or 
listen to? Did you have an emotional reaction/connection to the poem?

 
5.  Effective use of poetic techniques, which might include techniques such as 

call and response, rhyming couplets, sonnet or rap structure.

HOW TO
ENTER

THE
JUDGES



PRIMARY 
CURRICULUM 

LINKS

Then you arriv
ed

Long after th
e hippos, bears a

nd sabre-toothed tigers d
ied 

out, a new beast arriv
ed: the Roman Army. The Romans 

invaded England in AD 43, almost 2,000 years ago, and 

founded a city called Londinium, which later became 

London. The Romans used images of lio
ns and eagles on 

their armour, weapons, pottery and even on monuments 

when people died. Lions and eagles were signs of strength 

and courage. 

The Romans fa
rmed pigs, cows, sh

eep and goats in
 London 

and imported new species su
ch as ra

bbits a
nd dormice to 

eat. They used animal furs to
 keep warm, animal hides to

 

make leather and animal bones to
 make all so

rts o
f objects 

– such as hairpins, dice and spoons. The Romans built n
ew 

farms and roads, w
hich cut into the wild spaces. M

ore 

animals th
an ever before were producers n

ow. They worked 

for humans.

Animals also entertained, in amphitheatres, or arenas. Crowds 

watched gladiators b
attlin

g with different beasts. H
uman, 

bull and horse remains have all been found underneath 

the Guildhall, ju
st fi

ve minutes fro
m where you are standing, 

where a Roman amphitheatre once stood. Remains of a 

temple where Romans sa
crific

ed animals to
 the god Mithras 

have been found near Cannon Street station. 
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ENGLISH: 
Writing composition: 
• Articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing
• Pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing
•  Forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and organising them 

coherently for a reader. 
Spoken language: 
•  Ensuring the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in 

spoken language and listening skills
•  Developing the capacity to prepare their ideas before they write
•  Gain skills in the artistic practice of drama, to improvise, devise and script 

drama.

HISTORY:
•  Inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past
•  Equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically and develop 

perspective and judgement
•  Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into  

different contexts. 

KEY STAGE 3: ENGLISH 
Aim: 
•  Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in 

and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
Writing:
Plan, draft, edit and proofread through:
•  Considering how their writing reflects the audiences and purposes for which 

it was intended
•  Amending the vocabulary, grammar and structure of their writing to improve 

its coherence and overall effectiveness.

AO5 & AO6 OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE 
Assessment Objective 5
•  Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences
•  Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to 

support coherence and cohesion of texts.
Assessment Objective 6
•  Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 

purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
If you have any questions not answered here or in the accompanying suggested 
activities document, please email  
learning@museumoflondon.org.uk 

SECONDARY 
CURRICULUM

LINKS


