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	Where does it come from?

	Mudlarks gallery 
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Adult helpers’ notes
These activities will help you to support pupils to build on their facilitated session through exploration of the Mudlarks and Warehouse of the World galleries. We recommend that you split your class into small groups so that they can rotate around the different displays and activities. You can photocopy the sheets so that all adults have a copy to use with their group.

Foreshore finds

Go to the Foreshore finds area and find the display cases.

All the objects you can see were found in the River Thames or on its banks. Find your favourite object in this display.

· [image: image9.wmf]What is it made of? 
· Why is it your favourite?
Tip the Clipper

Find the Tip the Clipper activity. The ship has been cut in half to show you the inside. If the cargo (the boxes) hasn’t already been taken out, take them out so you start with an empty hold (where the cargo goes in).
Work as a team to load the cargo into the hold of the ship, but be careful not to tip the boat! Use the picture on the panel to the left to get ideas for the best way to stow the different cargo types.
· Did you find that easy?   

· How did you load the cargo? 

The people who used to do this sort of work were called stevedores. They had to load and unload ships all day long. 
· Would you like to be a stevedore?

Dock work zone

Find the three ropes attached to sacks which are hanging in the gallery. 
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· Do all the sacks weigh the same?  

· Do all the ropes look the same (look right up to the top)?  

Pull on each of the ropes and try to lift the sacks. 

· Which one was easier to lift? 
Talk about why it was easier to lift one of the sacks.

Find the balance pans. Ask the children to make the scales balance using different combinations of weights.

· Why do you think it was important for goods like tea and coffee to be weighed when they arrive at the docks?
Find the dockers hooks: Ask the children to match up the hook to its cargo.

· Why are they designed differently? 
· What might happen if they used the wrong hook on a cargo?
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Find the diver’s helmets. Children can put their heads into one of the diver’s helmets. Divers would go underwater to fix the ships and a lot of work was done underwater where it was hard to see. Challenge children to thread the rope in front of them through the loop and tie a knot. 

· What does it feel like to have your head in a helmet?
· Would you have liked to do this work?
Docklands playtime

Have a go at loading and unloading the ships using the cranes. 

Remind children of the Tip the Clipper activity and the importance of stacking cargo carefully.
What am I? Where am I from?

Find the world map. Peep through the portholes to find out about the cargoes that arrived in London from around the world. Use the map to find the places in the world they came from.

· How did the goods travel to London? 

· Have you seen or used any of these at home or elsewhere?

· Do they look different to how we see them in the shops?

The sampling warehouse 1
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Find this place in the museum.
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This is a sampling warehouse. Sampling means to try or taste something. These things were brought to London by large ships from all over the world.

· Which animals can you find?
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   snake

  cat


turtle



dog

· What other animals can you find?

· How many shells can you count in the case?

The sampling warehouse 2
· What shapes can you see in the case?



s__________
c___________
  r_______________
   t_________
· What materials can you find? Tick the ones you can see and fill in the missing letters.
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Some foods are made from plants. 


This is a coffee plant. Can you find the tea, coffee and cocoa?

· What can you make from these samples? 

Find the smell boxes. Smell them and tell a friend what is inside each of them.

Write or draw something in the boxes below that you can make with the food or spices.

	sugar


	

	tea


	

	coffee


	

	vanilla


	

	black pepper


	

	nutmeg


	

	cinnamon and cloves


	





