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Teachers’ notes

These activities are designed to help KS2 pupils explore the history of Victorian London. They are designed for use by schools making self-directed gallery visits as well as schools attending booked sessions.

They are offered in Microsoft Word format so that teachers can adapt to cater for their pupils’ needs if they wish. 

Self-directed groups will need to book for all 3 galleries:

· Expanding City gallery (1670s – 1850s)

· Victorian Walk

· People’s City gallery (1850’s – 1950s)

We suggest you split the class into groups and allocate each group a different starting point, so that pupils are spread across the gallery. 

Please note that the galleries are thematic rather than chronological, displays in each gallery extend beyond the Victorian period, back to the 18th century and forward to the 1920s – 1940s. Adults should be encouraged to help chronological understanding by discussing the time-line linking the two galleries, indentifying which objects are Victorian and expanding on the questions within the activity sheets.

Please remember to photocopy these activity sheets before your visit. Pupils could also bring sketch pads to record their visit.

Notes for adults

Please note that the galleries are thematic rather than totally chronological.

The displays extend beyond the Victorian period, (from 1670s in Expanding City gallery and through to the 1940s in People’s City gallery).
Please support your pupils by:

· discussing the time-line to help chronological understanding

· reading and discussing text panels

· indentifying which objects are Victorian 

· expanding on the questions within the activity sheets.  

This map will help you and your pupils to find your way around (ask gallery hosts for help in finding things).
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Please supervise your pupils at all times.

Please note: this gallery covers events from 1670s through to the early Victorian period. See if you can work out which are Victorian objects and costumes.
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Timeline                                                                Draw a Penny Black:


Find the Penny Black, who is the queen shown on it? ........................

When did Euston railway station open? ..............................

Pleasure Gardens

Visit the Pleasure Gardens and pick up the guide by the door. Discuss with your adult:

· In the 1830s what did boys wear until the age of five?

· In the 1840s why did fashionable women get backache?

· What is the child playing with?

Find and draw a costume from the 1800s.
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New City
London grew into a huge city and railways were invented in the Victorian period.
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Tick when you have:

( found the Rhinebeck Panorama

( looked through the telescopic view of the Thames Tunnel.

Who was the famous engineer who designed the Thames Tunnel? 

 







B R _  _  _  _
Victorian Britain ruled an empire of countries across the world.
Find the British Empire map slider. 

When was the Age of Sail?        ………………………….

When was the Age of Steam?    ………………………….

Tick when you have smelt the 4 trade products and write where they came from:
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Cloves 
  
from ………………………….
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Coal


from ………………………….


Tea 


from ………………………….


Tobacco
 
from ………………………….

Examine the map and find out about other products from around the world traded in London in the Age of Steam. Find something that came to London from:

Australia        ………………………….

West Indies    ………………………….                       

Canada          ………………………….

Watch the film next to the Empire case.

The film shows places in London connected to the transatlantic slave trade. 

Name a couple of the buildings shown in the film: 

· …………………………………………..

· …………………………………………..

Find the globe and the jigsaw with a picture of 4 women, representing Europe (Europa) being given gold by Africa. At this time European people divided the world into just four continents. List them:
1. E U R O P E

2. A _  _  _  _  _

3. A  _  _  _

4. A  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

Find the book written by Mary Seacole. 





· Where was she born and what was she famous for?

………………………………………………..…………..…………..
………………………………………………..…………..…………..


              


Find the paintings Eastward Ho! (1857) and Home Again (1858).

Where were the ships going and returning from?    I N _  _  _
Use the book nearby to find out what happened to the following characters:

· children

· father

· dockworker

· woman

Discuss with your adult why you think we now call this the Indian War of Independence but at the time the British soldiers called it the ‘Indian Mutiny’.

Find the Great Exhibition display

The Great Exhibition was planned by Prince Albert and displayed manufactured goods from across the British Empire.

Draw a souvenir from the Great Exhibition




Explore the interactive map and tick when you’ve found:

( Euston Station

( St Katharine’s Dock

( Houses of Parliament

Find the Wellclose Square prison cell. 
Discuss in your group the reasons why many poor people ended up in prison.

Next to the Newgate prison door there are five small doors with bars. Open them to find five things that prisoners may have come across while in prison.

1. ……………………….

2. ……………………….

3. ……………………….

4. ……………………….

5. ……………………….
Now find the doll’s house and Queen Victoria’s dolls.

· What kind of children would have played with the dolls and doll’s house on display?

· What kind of dancers are Queen Victoria’s dolls?

Draw your favourite doll or the doll’s house:

Find the toy shop.

In Victorian times, children from richer families would save their money to buy ‘penny toys’.
· If you could buy one thing from the toy shop, what would it be? Draw a picture of it.
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	List some toys in the shop, write what they are made of and give a modern comparison.

	VICTORIAN TOYS
	TODAY’S TOYS

	Building blocks (made of wood)
	Lego (made of plastic)

	
	

	
	

	
	


Now walk past the barber’s shop and find the barrel organ. Draw a picture of it. 


· What sort of games might Victorian children play in the streets?
………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………….
	List some different ways that you can listen to music today. Where could a Victorian person have listened to music?

	TODAY’S MUSIC
	VICTORIAN MUSIC

	Mobile phone or computer
	Barrel organ in the street

	
	

	
	

	
	


Find the tea and coffee warehouse.

· What do you think the large ‘wheel’ outside was used for?

………………………………………………………………………………………

· Why do you think tea, coffee and sugar were very expensive in Victorian times?
………………………………………………………………………………………
Now find a Victorian bicycle.

· Do you know the proper name for this type of bicycle?

P _ _ _ Y  -  F_ _ _ _ _ _ G

· How is it different to a modern bicycle?
………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Now find the grocer’s shop.

· This is where people in Victorian times would buy tinned and dry foodstuffs – the sort of things we would buy from a supermarket or a convenience store today.
List some of the food on sale in this shop?

1. …………………………………

2. …………………………………

3. …………………………………

· Do you recognise any types or makes of food that we still use today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

· If you were shopping in this grocer’s, would you be able to help yourself to what you wanted? Discuss how it is different from a modern supermarket.

Find the fancy stationer’s shop.
· This sort of shop sold things like writing paper, Christmas cards, greetings cards and envelopes.

· Copy one of the pictures from the cards in the window.


· How many pictures of Father Christmas can you spot? 

………………………………

· How is he different to pictures of Father Christmas today? How is he similar?

………………………………

………………………………

Timeline 

Connect the events to the correct date and complete the information in the boxes.

1863                            1878                            1898                               1922



· Find the big picture of Thomas Barnardo. What did he do? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Photography and cinema were invented in the late Victorian period.

Watch the film clips (1908-1940s) in the little cinema.
Discuss:
· what time period do you think each film clip is from? 
· what would it have been like to see a film for the first time? 

· what things shown in these films are different from today, eg transport, clothes?

· how poor or wealthy are the people shown in each film clip? What do you think they are feeling and thinking?


Draw a picture of the taxi cab or a London street in the 1890s:
Go into the Struggle section of the gallery.

Play on the interactive table round the water pump.





· Why was 1858 named the ‘Great Stink’? ………………………………………………
· What brought about cholera outbreaks? ……………………………………………….
· What did the government ask Joseph Bazalgette to build due to the ‘Great Stink’? 
………………………………………………………………………………………..

Look at the Struggle wall panel by Booth’s map. List the main diseases that killed people in the 1840s.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Victorian clothes – look in the glass case and tick when you have found:


the treadle sewing machine


the Pearly King suit 


the boy’s corduroy jacket.

Find the short lives memorial card in the display. What were the names and ages of the children who died? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Victorian children

Find the Mayhew illustrations and the painting of a crossing sweeper.

What jobs were done by poor children?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Read the fictional stories based on the three working children illustrated in Mayhew’s book.

Draw a working child (copy one of the pictures if you like) – and complete thought or speech bubbles.



Find Booth’s map.

What kind of areas did Booth represent with these colours?

Black ……………………………………..

Blue   ……………………………………..

Gold   ……………………………………..

Read Booths descriptions and look at pictures of different neighbourhoods and types of home. Draw a house from a ‘respectable neighbourhood’ or draw a poorer home. 

Find the London’s Communities display. 

Which community groups were associated with the following areas?

Limehouse 
……………………………..

Soho

……………………………..

Whitechapel    ……………………………..

Look at the pictures of the Jewish Free School.

What lessons and activities took place here?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………












The Rhinebeck Panorama shows London in 1806, how is the city different from today? What was the Thames mostly used for?


What can you see happening in the Rhinebeck Panorama?
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 What do you think these objects were used for?






















































































This is my favourite toy because…………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………….



























































This is my favourite toy because…………………





Children who could not afford toys would make their own entertainment in the streets. They might listen and dance to the music of a barrel organ.














The bicycle (or ‘velocipede’) was invented in the Victorian period and became very popular.














 Draw a picture of the Victorian bicycle.














Tinned food was introduced in the early 19th century and was very expensive at first.











Many Christmas traditions such as Christmas trees, crackers, giving presents and Father Christmas were introduced in Victorian times.

















World’s first underground railway opened.





First escalator installed in





………………….





London’s first radio station starts broadcasting.





Electric lights first appear in





…………………





Notice that transport was changing from horse drawn carriages to motor cars.











Copy a picture of a germ, based on historical pictures of diseases people caught from the Thames at the time of the ‘Great Stink’.


















































Look at the pictures. Do you think boys and girls had the same type of education?
















