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SITE CODE
MIN86 BD
Palaeopathology



PBR

_____________________________________________________________________


Context


Osteologist:
R.N.R. Mikulski
Date: 14/10/2004

_____________________________________________________________________


Summary: MIN86 20004 represents an adult female individual exhibiting evidence characteristic of a ‘Clay shoveller’s’ fracture in addition to a well-healed fracture to the right elbow. There is also evidence of infection in the maxillary sinuses, suggestive of sinusitis.
Cranial:

Maxilla: There is considerable new bone to the anterior floor and walls of the right maxillary sinus. The new bone has appears to be ‘filling up’ the sinus and has a channel impression within it. This suggests a substantial infection that may or may not be attributed to acute sinusitis, though it might alternatively relate to a possible` infection of the alveolar bone in the region of T16 (socket not observable).

Postcranial:
Vertebrae: C7 and T1 exhibit evidence of unhealed fractures/avulsion injury at the posterior ends of the spinous processes. This appears to be the result of trauma as there is some remodelling evident, particularly to the surviving end of the spinous process of T1, though the fractures are obviously ununited and the tips of the spinous processes are not present. This is a typical ‘Clay shoveller’s’ fracture (see Roberts & Manchester, 1995: pp.77 – 78), resulting from a combination of the actions of the Trapezius and Rhomboid muscles.

Right Humerus: There is a healed fracture to the capitulum, running diagonally from the superior anterior medial aspect to the inferior anterior lateral aspect. This is very well healed and remodelled without too much alteration the morphology of the capitulum, the only change being a slight groove/ridge along the line of the original fracture. There is however marked osteophytosis to the right elbow, in particular the lateral aspect of the distal humeral diaphysis (attachment for Brachioradialis), the lateral posterior edge of the trochlea and the proximal articulations of the right ulna. It is likely that these changes were consequent to the trauma to the capitulum.

Ribs: There is marked osteophytosis to the rib tubercle facets in particular in the right ribs.
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