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Summary: PIC87 241 represents an adult individual of indeterminate sex, exhibiting evidence of a possible early Freiburg’s infraction in the right foot. There is also new bone to one right hand phalanx, which might represent a possible healed fracture.

In addition, build-up of calculus on the right side of the mouth indicates the individual was perhaps unable to move this side of their jaw, in turn suggesting the possibility of paralysis in this region.

Cranial

The extreme build-up of calculus on the right side of the mouth and the general lack of wear on this side, particularly in the molar region; suggests a lack of movement and that the individual might have suffered paralysis in this region. The unilateral nature of this condition might be said to suggest the individual had suffered a stroke, or alternatively suffered from Bell’s palsy.

Postcranial

Left Scaphoid: The left scaphoid exhibits a large, very deep subchondral cyst penetrating the distal aspect, adjacent to the articulation with the capitate.

Right Hand Phalanx: There is a distinct oval plaque of new bone to the superior surface of the shaft of 1 proximal hand phalanx. The shaft appears flexed inferiorly at the distal end, possibly indicating a well healed fracture.

Patellae: Both patellae exhibit enthesopathies to the inferior aspect of the anterior surfaces.

Right Metatarsal: There is extreme osteophytic extension of the head of one metatarsal (probably the 3rd MT), particularly at its inferior margin. Given the apparent unilateral nature of this morphological change and that no other metatarsals appear affected; this might represent a case of Freiburg’s disease, indicating excessive strain on the distal third MT, though this is normally seen in the 2nd MT.

Left 1st Metatarsal: There is a large, deep subchondral cyst penetrating the cortex at the medial margin of the head of the 1st metatarsal.
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