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Context


Osteologist:
R.N.R. Mikulski
Date: 20/01/2005

_____________________________________________________________________


Summary: MIN86 4129 represents a subadult individual (of approximately 10 years), exhibiting evidence of healed sharp force trauma, suggesting possible partial amputation of one right finger. In addition, there is evidence for possible infection within the cranium, spine and ribs.

Cranial

There is some slight new bone plaque to the squamous portion of the left temporal, just superior to the root of zygoma. There is also new bone to both the internal and external aspects of the extant unsided portion of the greater wing of the sphenoid, while the internal aspect of the extant basisphenoid appears very porous, possibly with new bone within the sinus.


There is marked pitting to both parietals in the superior region of the lambdoid sutures.

Mandible:  New bone plaque to lingual aspect of left mandibular body, just inferior & mesial of mylohyoid region.

Postcranial

Vertebrae:  Slight porous new bone to posterior aspect of neural arch of at least 1 thoracic vertebra, reflected in ventral surface of arch of adjacent superior vertebra (from mid/lower region).


At least 2 thoracic vertebrae (probably from the mid/lower region) exhibit distinctive labyrinthine porosity to the dorsal aspect of the neural arch, either side of the spinous process. These lesions are likely to be related to the new bone mentioned above and the changes seen in the ribs.

Ribs:  Reactive periostitis evident on pleural surface of at least 5 left and 6 right ribs. Proximal portions of several rib shafts (mid/lower) also appear swollen and enlarged.

Hand Phalanges:  1 right proximal hand phalanx (1st?) appears to exhibit sharp force trauma by an edged implement, but appears well-healed with remodelled new bone. It’s possible the finger was amputated by a diagonal cut across the midshaft of the proximal phalanx; suggesting possible surgical intervention or accidental trauma?


Another proximal hand phalanx (left 1st?) also shows some change to the distal end, with one side (medial?) of the head appearing flattened in comparison to the other side of the head.
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